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Hi, 
 
I once climbed Scafell Pike in the Lake District and wondered if I’d ever get to the top.  It 
wasn’t that I doubted my fitness (I was much younger when I did it), just where the top of 
the hill was!  Every time someone announced the summit was in sight, we’d get to that 
point only to find there was further to go.  I’m reminded of the hill because the pandemic 
feels similar - never-ending! 
  
Do you remember the early days when many thought that it wouldn’t last and we’d soon be 
back to normal?  Another two or three week briefing would pass and we’d expect to see the 
end in sight.  As weeks turned to months, we now find ourselves heading towards 
September with still no clearer view of the pandemic's conclusion.  If we’d have known then 
what we know now, would we have approached it differently?   
  
When I got to the top of Scafell Pike I remember how the view took my breath away -  one 
of the most beautiful sights I’d ever seen.  I can still see it if I close my eyes.  I sometimes 
wonder if the experience was so memorable because of the long climb on such a miserable 
wet, cold day?  I remember standing at the summit and experiencing the dramatic change 
of weather where clouds dispersed and the sun seemed to illuminate the valley below in 
magnificent splendour.  The romantic in me hopes for a similar concluding experience to 
the pandemic, but the realist in me says otherwise. 
  
Walking up the hill I asked God how - 'much further?'  With the driving rain in my face I did 
question why I was doing it in the first place.  However, not wanting to let the others down I 
persisted in walking and clambering up that miserable hill.  My prayers matched my 
surroundings!  When I got to the top of Scafell Pike my prayers immediately switched into 
praise and thanksgiving – the view was spectacular.  Those who made it to the top stood on 
the summit in silence, not wanting to spoil the moment with a human voice.  The sound 
heard on the hill that day was the voice of mother earth.  The Palmist said, “Be still, and 
know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” Ps 
46:10 
  
That night as we huddled round the campfire retelling what we’d encountered, those who 
got to the top shared similar stories.  We found out that at some point along the way we all 
felt like dropping out, but kept going because we thought the others wanted to carry on; 
thank God we did.  

 



 

The Sale Circuit – devotional worship 
Around the circuit churches are becoming more comfortable with what and how things 
should be done.  Partington has two regular services each week, the ‘Sunday morning’ 
service is on a Wednesday evening at 17.00 and the family service is on a Saturday at 
14.00.  This last week we held a service in church for one of our members, Chris Birdsey 
before going to the crematorium.  It was another special moment in the life of the 
church.  Sinderland will be holding a meeting in the chapel to discuss the next steps 
and Chapel in the Fields feel that opening is too risky at the moment for the way they 
work.  Trinity held their first mid-week devotional service this week and are planning to 
have Sunday morning devotions at 11.30 starting in September.  The Avenue continues to 
meet on Tuesday and Thursday for prayer, as the sanctuary offers the space for reflective 
prayer.  The mid-week devotions take place each week, as does the Sunday morning 
service.  Having opened at the beginning of July, people have felt comfortable doing this 
each week.  Sale Moor offers the Prayer meeting each week and will hopefully start their 
devotions on a Sunday afternoon at the beginning of September.  
 
Sale Circuit – Zoom worship 
The Zoom worship continues each Sunday morning from 10.00, if you’re new to it, don’t 
forget to ask for a Zoom invite (rev.richardmottershead@gmail.com), otherwise you’ll get 
the link the day before.   
 
Breakout Fellowships 
Wednesday night concluded the last of four Break-out fellowships based around Our 
Calling.  A new series will start this next week as we explore ‘A Methodist Way of Life’ by 
balancing the basics of our Christian faith.  The fellowship will start at 19.00 for an hour on 
Tuesday 18th August.  
 
Thank you  
for the fabulous response you’ve made in either giving shoes or money to buy them.  The 
shoes will be for the homeless and rough sleepers.  There is still plenty of time for you to 
make a donation if you wish.  This is a special initiative and I will let you know some stories 
behind your gifts in a couple of months. 
 
Sale Circuit Meeting 
Members of the meeting met last week and will meet twice more over the following weeks 
as we work through a report entitled, Ready for the new “normal” – A discussion paper for a 
pandemic recovery and resumption plan.  The Circuit Leadership Team went through it a 
few months ago and found it provided a helpful framework to work within.   
 
 
Grace and peace in Christ,  
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