
 

Dear Friends, July 2nd 2020 

I have been at Conference on Zoom for a week. My brain is worn out but it has been 
so exciting to hear the debates and be part of the conferring on behalf of the 
Methodist Church. We live in interesting times. COVID-19 is making its presence felt 
at all levels. Be assured thatConference was very much aware of the stresses that 
lockdown is placing on us all. I will say more about decisions made and how they will 
affect us in future letters. 
 
Today I want us to reflect on how the lockdown is affecting us in Sale. In our 
churches we have worked hard to keep in touch with one another. Worship has been 
maintained by the worship sheets and the zoom services. Prayer has been central to 
all of this I hope. Church did not close when the buildings had to close. 
Trinity Church Council has asked me to write to you all to say two things. Firstly, a 
huge thank you to everyone who has continued to support the church financially. 
Isabel, our treasurer, has given us a clear picture of the money coming in and the 
money going out over the past 3 months. There has been far more going out than 
coming in – we are losing £2,000 per month. As Managing Trustees, the Church 
Council has a responsibility to not only note this, but to put action into place when it 
is needed. We do have reserves, and there is sufficient for the church to continue for 
3-6 months in the current circumstances. There are also additional reserves that are 
set to one side for the roof repairs that we know will be needed in the next 2-3 years. 
Church Council will continue to monitor the situation carefully. However, if we 
continue to lose £2,000 per month, our overall sustainability as a church will be 
greatly impacted. 
 
Church Council has therefore asked me to invite each of you to look at your financial 
contributions to the church to see if you can do any more to help. 
  
As you no doubt know, Churches are allowed to open for private prayer and the 
Methodist Church has issued guidance on how to do this. The Church Council 
believes we are able to fulfil all the necessary risk assessments and checklists. 
Church Council therefore propose to re-open the church building for the limited 
activity of individual, private prayer, as described below. This is NOT a return to 



‘business as usual’, it will not be like regular Sunday worship and I want you to each 
think very carefully as to whether or not you should come into the building just yet. If 
your health conditions are such that it is not safe for you to mix with other people, 
even in these limited conditions, please stay at home safe. I do not want anyone to 
be at un-necessary risk. 
 
Trinity Methodist church will open on Mondays from 11am til 12 noon, starting on 
Monday 13th July. Those who are able to do so are invited to drop in at some point 
during that hour, if you so wish, for about 10-15 minutes at the most. Come into the 
building through the main front entrance – there will be stewards to welcome you and 
explain the process – you will be invited to enter the worship area after sanitizing 
your hands. You may be required to wear a mask if government rules change 
between now and then. The chairs will be 2 metres apart. Sit, know that you are in 
God’s presence, and make your personal prayer to him. There will not be any 
congregational activity. Pray – for the church, the community we serve, your friends 
and family. 
 
After 10-15 minutes, please leave the church as directed by the stewards. They will 
take a register of who has attended in order to meet requirements for the 
Government’s ‘Track and Trace’ scheme so that if anyone comes down with COVID, 
all who attended can be contacted. 
 
This is the least risky way for the church to be opened for our first ‘baby steps’. 
When we are confident in these short times of prayer, we can then open them up to 
members of the public. We want to assure our community that we are praying for 
them, and invite them to come and share their prayers. 
 
If this goes well, Church Council will then look to the possibility of holding public 
worship, again in accordance with guidelines from the Methodist Church and 
Government. It will be a very gradual, cautious process. If we feel that even these 
initial steps are too much for us, we shall pause the process. 
 
We have people willing to steward for these sessions but more would be welcome. 
Church Council accepts that we can only take these initial steps with the support of 
those who are willing and able to volunteer in this way. If no-one is able to volunteer 
at the moment, we will prayerfully wait and ask again in the future. The President 
and Vice President of Conference have a theme for their year in office – it is ‘Best of 
All, God is with us’ – spoken by John Wesley in his final days. We too must have 
confidence that God is with us, in our waiting and in our acting. 
 
With my continued love and prayers 
 
Glayne x 



 

 


