
Dear Friends, August 6th 2020 

Well, we nearly managed to have gathered worship last week!!! My apologies for the 
sudden halt – when the announcement about new restrictions for Greater 
Manchester came out, we were all caught on the hop. We held our usual Prayer 
Drop-In sessions at both churches instead and were blessed by the opportunity to 
spend time quietly in God’s presence. Trinity’s Church Council have met and are 
happy that we can safely step up to Gathered Worship next week, so on Monday 10th 
August we shall have Drop-in Prayer from 11-11:30am, then a shirt act of gathered 
worship from 11:30am. You will need to wear a mask and keep to all the social 
distancing and hand sanitizing.  I have a clear visor to wear so everyone can see my 
mouth as I talk. There still cannot be any singing but we will enjoy sharing scripture 
and prayer together. 

Sale Moor is staying with Drop-In prayer on Wednesdays from 11am to 12 noon. 
Again, you will need to wear your masks and keep to all the social distancing and 
hand sanitizing. Sale Moor has  it’s Annual Church Meeting by Zoom on August 19th 
when we will be reflecting on where we are as a church. You can phone in from a 
landline to hear the meeting on zoom – ask me for more details. If you don’t feel able 
to do that, you can write or phone me beforehand to share your views.  We want 
everyone to be included as much as we can without being in the building for the 
meeting. 

Both churches are actively working towards having Sunday Worship and Lettings 
back on the premises – when it is safe to do so and the guidelines can all be fully 
met. Drop-In prayer and gathered worship med-week is part of our preparing for that, 
helping us to feel at ease with all these new regulations. 

I made an appeal for Trafford Domestic Violence charity – I now have a pile of brand 
new bedding and dried food for Kirsty to collect on Monday 10th – if you still want to 
make a donation, please bring it to the manse on Monday morning (not over the 
weekend!!). 

We have been praying for Ian Morgan since his diagnosis with cancer in October 
2016. Ian died last week, at home, with Sarah, Thomas and Sam there, in peace and 
pain-free. We will be giving thanks for his life at Altrincham Crem on Weds 12th 



August at 11am. Please continue to pray for them, and for Sarah’s parents, Barbara 
and Jim Gatley.  

In our Breakout Fellowships last week we continued to think about the question that 
Colin Norman had posed in last week’s service. ‘Who do we struggle with most – 
ourselves or God?’ We acknowledged how hard it is to see God’s vision as life chops 
and changes. We then looked at how we were coping with lockdown – how our 
individual personalities react differently. Are you an introvert who has enjoyed being 
away from people, or an extrovert who may be finding it really hard without others to 
bounce ideas off? Finally we pondered over how we do Service in these 
circumstances – how we love our neighbour, respect the environment and challenge 
injustice? If you have a moment, look at the questions posed on A Methodist Way of 
Life. 

The Circuit Meeting has also been looking at how lockdown has affected us, as 
individuals and as churches. One concern that has been expressed repeatedly is 
that we do not neglect those who are unable to access internet services and 
meetings. Please can we do all we can to make sure those not on email/Zoom are 
being contacted weekly. If you deliver this newsletter to someone, why not knock on 
the door for a quick chat? We also talked of acknowledging the pain and sadness, 
even as we know we have to make the best of it. Some of us find it easier to talk 
about emotions. How can we support and encourage one another on this emotional 
roller-coaster? I remind you of the plan to get together in 3 or 4s to pray for each 
other, looking at the Methodist Way of Life. Please remind me if you need a copy of 
the card with it on – I know someone said they had not had one yet, but can’t 
remember who that was!! Maybe lockdown has made my memory worse? 

But I do remember all of you as I send out this email. I remember that each of us is 
loved and held by God, who counts the hairs on our head and knows us by name. I 
remember the many ways God has been with us over the years – times when we 
despaired, times when we doubted, when we shouted or were silent. God is the God 
of the past, our present and the future – whatever that may look like. 

‘Best of All, God is with us!’ 

With love and prayers  

Glayne xx 

 


